
reserreserve.uscg.mil/magazineve.uscg.mil/magazine

Volume LXIX  Issue 4 • 2022

Taking the PSU back to its roots



EARN $1,000

SCOUT TALENT 
AND REFER.

and an LOC when you

SCAN TO 
EMAIL YOUR 
REFERRAL

HERE’S HOW:
1. ENGAGE. Find and interest people ages 17-41.

2. REQUEST. Get their contact info to connect a recruiter.

3. ASK. Have them refer another person to you.

ENGAGEMENT TIPS:
• Use the candidate’s name.
 Learn about their goals and 

show how joining can help.

• Speak plainly. Avoid acronyms  
or jargon.

• Share your stories! 
 Why did you join?  

What’s your most interesting  
Coast Guard experience?

• Refer speci c enlistment 
questions to a recruiter.

Some limitations apply.

This incentive is available for a limited time to any Active Duty, Reserve, 

Civilian, Retired, or Auxiliary member of the Coast Guard whose referral 

successfully enlists in the Coast Guard or Coast Guard Reserve.
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FRONT: A member of PSU 309 
takes an active response position 
during the tactical exercises of 
Exercise Desired Effect.

Photo by Anastasia Devlin

BACK: Members of PSU 
311 conduct combat security 
and medevacs during joint 
Department of Defense 
Exercise Resolute Hunter.
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Remembering Douglas Munro

I had set aside your letter to read “when I got time,” and as you 
know, that can be a dangerous thing. Time has gotten away from 

got to read it fully. It was great to read about you honoring Petty 

at Guadalcanal. 

life in defense of his country.”

honest, ET1!

Remembering Walter Handy

mine too, and it feels good to continue to 
remember him. I shared your kind words 
with his wife and daughters, who were 

and nationally, will be felt for years to come.

Old idea finally comes to fruition

RESERVIST  MAGAZINE

FROM  OUR  READERS
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The view of the devastation along the coast of 
western Florida following Hurricane Ian, taken  
from a U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Clearwater 
MH-60 Jayhawk during overflights Oct. 1. Coast Guard assets 
were conducting search and rescue operations in response to 
the damages caused by Hurricane Ian. 

Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Riley Perkofski

The aftermath
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THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  BRIDGE

"Working closely 
with DoD, we are 

identifying and 
aligning mission 

requirements that 
leverage the unique 

PSU capabilities 
and sharpen our 

competitive edge."

Captain 
Matthew  Michaelis

Deputy Chief of Operations,
Pacific Area
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DECKPLATE  SOUNDINGS

Master Chief Petty Officer 
Shannan Garretson

Reserve Command Master Chief
Pacific Area

"As the Reserve, 
the readiness of our 

people is paramount; 
the work done by the 
PSU of getting back 
to its expeditionary 

roots and testing that 
readiness, can be a 

game changer. "
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PSU 311 participates in DoD’s Exercise Resolute Hunter
Story by Cmdr. Jeffrey S. Thomason, Port Security Unit 311

RESERVIST  MAGAZINE

AROUND  THE  RESERVE

Members of PSU 311 conduct combat medical 
evacuation training during Exercise Resolute Hunter 
on St, Clemente Island, California, in June.
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PSU 307 returns home following 9-month deployment
Story by Seventh Coast Guard District Public Affairs Office

Editor’s note:

  

PSU 311 took advantage of their partnerships with U.S. Navy Helicopter Combat 
Squadron, HSC-23, by utilizing SH-60S aircraft. PSU 311 tested and validated 
over 30 required operational capabilities throughout the exercise.

Support equipment is required to mobilize and demobilize deployable specialized forces 
worldwide. A PSU 307 transportable port security boat is carefully unloaded from a C-17 
Sept. 19 via forklift following a nine-month deployment to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

  Photo by Chief Petty Officer Judy Silverstein, USCGR, Ret.
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Sector Puget Sound responds to the Aleutian Isle sinking 
By Lt. Cmdrs. Ana Fuschetto, Julie Duncan, and Jennifer Wong-Reiss

After 40 days underwater, the 
Aleutian Isle is lifted out of the water. 

Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Sullenberger.
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Petty Officers 3rd Class Shanell and Kiana Sullenberger are yeomen, reservists 
and identical twin sisters. Both served on short-term active duty orders to fill roles 
as unit leaders within the planning section of the Aleutian Isle response. 

Photo by Lt. Cmdr Ana Fuschetto.

Coast Guard Cutter Wahoo remains on scene where 
the Aleutian Isle sank in 250 feet of water.

Active duty members, reservists and civilians staffed the incident management team 
as part of the 50-day response. From left: Rob Nakama, Lt. Cmdr Julie Duncan,  
Lt. Chris Gray, Petty Officer 3rd Class Shanell Sullenberger and Lt. Tyler Hames.
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PACAREA/D11 host Boss Lift with ESGR
Story by Cmdr. Steve Donley, Pacific Area 

Photos by Petty Officer 3rd Class Hunter Schnabel, 11th District Public Affairs Office  

Rear Adm. Andrew Sugimoto presents a Patriot Award to Rafael Nunez, 
Deputy Chief Postal Inspector for Western Field Offices and Francisco Garcia, 
Team Leader of Oakland/San Francisco External Crimes Team, the employers 
of Lt. Tyler Sherman a Sector San Francisco reservist.

Members of Port Security Unit 312 explain the missions and responsibilities of PSUs to employers. 
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Migrant ops in 
South Florida

An all-reserve 45-foot response 
boat crew from Station Mayport, 
Florida, transfers Cubans rescued 
off Marathon, Florida, to the 
Coast Guard Cutter Vigorous for 
repatriation. The reservists are on 
45-day active duty orders assisting 
Station Marathon in the Florida 
Keys.

Photos by Petty Officer 1st Class Chris Jones.

M-ROC and roll

Turtle power

Photo courtesy of Senior Chief Petty Officer Bryan Mastrangelo
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COVER STORY

The crew of a PSU 309 transportable port security boat stops an 
opposition force boat crew (right) during a waterside drill as part of 
Exercise Desired Effect in September.                 Photo courtesy PSU 309
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BACK TO THE EXPEDITIONARY ROOTS

Upon arrival on location in Farmington, 
Missouri, the crew of Port Security Unit 
309 set up a tent city.    Photo courtesy PSU 309
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MAKE A PLAN, AND MAKE IT WIDE

SMOKIN’ ‘EM

The commanding officer of the PSU, Cmdr. Todd 
Reumsat, debriefs with his crew following an early 
morning entry control point exercise.    

Photo courtesy PSU 309
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FROM THE FRYING PAN INTO THE FIRE

An instructor from Asymmetric Solutions scratches 
out a diagram in the dirt during a post-patrol 
discussion with PSU 309's shoreside division.

Photo courtesy PSU 309
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POPPING OFF

Waterside crews conduct morning boat 
checks on four of the PSU's transportable 
port security boats.   

Photo courtesy PSU 309
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NEW TECHNOLOGIES

NO RISK, NO REWARD

A member of waterside division watches as another 
crew conducts a check ride as part of the boat 
crew training and qualification process.   

Photo courtesy PSU 309
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The PSU’s command cadre worked in 
concert with the contractors to ensure the 
courses taught adhered to the required 
syllabus from the Coast Guard. The 
company also offered other trainings 
based on the instructors’ military and law 
enforcement experience that sparked the 
interest of many PSU members, such as 
hand-to-hand combat fighting, emergency 
field medicine, and emergency vehicle 
repair using a welding technique involving 
car batteries. 

Photos courtesy PSU 309
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SHIPMATES IN FOCUS

Meritorious advancement... just what the doctor ordered
Story by Anastasia Devlin

Petty Officer 2nd Class Cayley Miller poses with Capt. Michael 
Paradise, Master Chief Petty Officer Tim Beard, and Rear Adm. 
Miriam Lafferty after being meritoriously promoted by Coast 
Guard Vice Commandant Adm. Steven Poulin for her work 
as the medical operations chief at Operation Allies Welcome. 

Photos by Petty Officer 2nd Class Brandon Giles.
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Coast Guard experience benefits
supply chain internship 

Story by Tom Cunneff and photos by Mike Ledford, courtesy of College of Charleston magazine 

Petty Officer 1st Class 
Jeptha Tanksley, from 
Station Charleston, interns 
with South Carolina Ports 
in the Port of Charleston as 
part of his degree  program 
at the College of Charleston.
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Silver to Gold: an AUX transitions to the Reserve  
Story and interview by John Saran, Coast Guard Auxiliary 

Q: What inspired your transition from the Auxiliary to the 
Reserve?

Q: What training or experiences from your Auxiliary service 
prepared you?

workings of the Coast Guard organization, including its structure, 

Q: Talk about your experience going through the Reserve 

challenge and your greatest accomplishment?

Q: Do you have any advice for auxiliarists considering active 
duty or Reserve careers?

missions.

Ensign Michael Barth, center, is joined by friends, shipmates, and Auxiliary members of 
Sector New York and the New York Recruiting Office at his enlistment oath ceremony. 

Photo by Daniel Henry

Lt. j.g. Benjamin Stern shakes the hand of Ensign Michael Barth July 6. Stern 
was Barth’s assistant platoon officer throughout Reserve Officer Candidate 
Indoctrination.                    Photo courtesy of Ensign Michael Barth
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Coast Guard Mutual Assistance
Programs for Reserve Members

“CGMA helped me out tremendously after 
Hurricane Michael. I am a reservist and my 
regular job I am a nurse at a prison. The 
Hurricane destroyed it and I lost my job, on top 
of having to deal with car damages and house 
damages. Insurances didn’t cover everything 
and all this with having two small children and 
my wife not having power for fifteen days. I 
wasn’t sure what I was going to do and I finally 
turned to CGMA for help and they were there 
for me in a BIG way!”

BM1 Jeremy Suber, USCGR, on navigating the 
compounding challenges of storm damage to 
both home and vehicle, as well as the lack of 
income after a job loss.

cgmahq.org | 800-881-2462 | @cgmutualassist
1005 N. Glebe Road, Suite 220, Arlington VA 22201

Scan below to donate

Explore other ways to give at 
cgmahq.org/give

CGMA works because of the generosity of the 
Coast Guard community. Make a difference in 
the life of a shipmate.

CGMA is a resource to help you navigate 
life’s storms. Our grant and interest-free loan 
programs promote readiness and relieve 
financial distress of Coast Guard members and 
their families. To learn more, visit cgmahq.org

Disaster and Emergency Assistance

Basic Living Expenses
Closing Costs
Debt Management
Disaster Assistance
Emergency Travel
Funeral Expenses
General Assistance
Medical/Dental Expenses
Pay & Allowance Assistance
Rental Assistance

Day to Day Assistance

Adoption Grants & Loans
Assisted Reproductive Services Loan
Breast Milk Shipment
Child Care
Child Support
Elder Care
Financial Education Childcare Reimbursement
Layette Baby Supplies Program
Vehicle Repairs/Expenses

Education Assistance

Education Loan
Stafford/PLUS Loan Free Reimbursement
Supplemental Education Grant
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THE MORE YOU KNOW

Financial assistance available for Coast Guardsmen seeking reproductive care  
Story by Keisha Reynolds, MyCG

Lt. Cmdr. Dave Holden and his wife, Morgan, a retired Coast 
Guard commander (shown here during a family trip with 
their children and summer babysitter), took advantage of 
CGMA’s assisted reproductive services loan program.
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Reservists may be exempted from
Law Enforcement Instructor-Course to maintain LEI qualification  

Story by Annie Sheehan, MyCG
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Coast Guard updates Readiness Management Period (RMP)
policy for reservists aiding recruitment 

Story by Zach Shapiro, MyCG

The advancement opt-out option
Story by Annie Sheehan, MyCG
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New HR system streamlines access 
to military records for veterans

Story by Michael Lemorie and Ensign Tom Slattery,
Personnel Service Center

1. SPO PDR:

2. UNIT PDR:

3. EIPDR:

RESERVIST  MAGAZINE

RETIREE  SITREP

RET-1 (with pay)
June  2022 

July 2022 

September 2022 

RET-2 (without pay)
June 2021

July 2022 

RETIREMENTS
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A  LIGHT  ON  YESTERYEAR

Squadron One

 Coast Guard joins the fight in Vietnam 
Story by Capt. Alex R. Larzelere, USCGR (ret.)

The Coast Guard Cutter Point Cypress, an 
82-foot patrol boat, displays its camouflage 
paint scheme in Vietnam.  U.S. Coast Guard photo
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Squadron Three

Rush

The aviators

Other support roles

The 82-foot patrol boats of Squadron One deploy from Subic Bay in the Philippines to 
the theater of operations in Vietnam.                       U.S. Coast Guard photo

Coast Guard pilots Jack Rittichier, right, and Lonnie Mixon received medals 
for their role in flying helicopter rescue missions in Vietnam.    

 U.S. Coast Guard photo Issue 4  •  2022      RESERVIST   31



Lifesavers at heart

Sebago

Editor’s note:

Fireman Heriberto Hernandez, a Coast Guardsman who was killed in 
action, posthumously received the Bronze Star and Purple Heart medals. 
Hernandez is the namesake for one of the Service’s fast response cutters.

U.S. Coast Guard photo

 Vietnam War Commemoration honors vets
on upcoming 50th anniversary 

Story by Eric Minton
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Poster courtesy U.S Vietnam War Commemoration
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In early September, Rear 

visited Coast Guard 

personnel working at 

the Southwest border. 

There, reservists assisted 

with data entry and 

allowing Customs and 

Carleton Johnson 

The Commandant's 

Strategy

is available

NOW!

Leadership/Senior-Leadership/

:
wants your story ideas
for our social media 

or videos of all the great 
work you or your unit 

are performing around 
the world, we want to know!
Submit content to:

Reserve

Reserve
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On Sept. 30 at Coast Guard Headquarters, Rear Adm. Miriam 

to the rank of rear admiral upper half by Coast Guard 

attended by her husband, her mother, and many friends 

and shipmates.                 Photo by Anastasia Devlin

TO CHANGE YOUR
MAILING ADDRESS:

Selected Reservists
Use Direct Access 
https://hcm.direct-access.uscg.mil/
or contact your unit 

Individual Ready Reservists
Contact IRR Personnel Support Unit
Email:

ARL-PF-CGPSC-rpm-3-Query
@uscg.mil
Mail:

Commander (rpm-3)
U.S. Coast Guard 
Personnel Service Center
2703 MLK Jr. Ave SE Stop 7200
Washington, DC 20593-7200

 Retired Reservists
Use Direct Access
http://www.dcms.uscg.mil/ppc/ras/
Email Personnel Service Center at
ppc-dg-customercare@uscg.mil
or call 1-866-772-8724

TELL US
YOUR STORY:

thereservist
@uscg.mil



On Sept. 11, Master Chief Petty Officer Alexander 
Jansen of Marine Safety Detachment Quad Cities 
in Rock Island, Illinois, pinned on his second star 
surrounded by family, friends and shipmates. 

Photo courtesy of Linda Robinson.

On August 17, Chief Petty Officer Scott 
Slingland was presented with the Coast 
Guard Commendation Medal to recognize his 
contributions while assigned to the Office of Boat 
Forces.       Photo courtesy of Don Hartmayer.

“That all may labor as one”
Story by Cmdr. Jon Bernhardt, CG Headquarters

In August, Master Chief Petty Officer Michael 
Bazzrea of Station Galveston was pinned with 
his second star by his son Hunter and his wife 
Kim. Also pictured are Senior Chief Petty Officer 
Terrance Mayweather of Sector Houston, and 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Reserve Tim 
Beard (placing the cover). 

Photo courtesy of the Bazzrea family. 

Master Chief Petty Officer Katchko is presented 
with the Coast Guard Commendation Medal 
Sept. 19 by Cmdr. Todd Remusat, commanding 
officer of PSU 309 to recognize his contributions 
while assigned to the unit.       Photo courtesy PSU 309

Sector New York Enforcement’s Petty Officer 1st 
Class David Sansone received a Coast Guard 
Achievement Medal with Operational Device in 
August for his work on multiple events during 
the pandemic.     Photo by Lt.j.g. Jennifer Darkazalli

Chief Petty Officer Adam Chittick from Base 
Seattle is pinned with his new anchors Sept. 10  
by his wife, Hailey, and Chief Petty Officer Mark 
Littlepage.

Photo by Lt. Cmdr. Jenn Wong 

Coast Guard Reserve members graduate  

from the Joint and Combined Warfighting 

School Sept. 23. From left: Capt. Ronzelle 

Green and Cmdrs. Jonathan Bernhardt and 

Brian Wm. Dudley.
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Defense Meritorious Service Medal 

Meritorious Service Medal
with "O" device

Meritorious Service Medal

Coast Guard
Commendation Medal 
with "O" device

Coast Guard
Commendation Medal

Joint Service
Achievement Medal

Coast Guard
Achievement Medal
with "O" device

Coast Guard
Achievement Medal

Coast Guard
Commandant's Letter
of Commendation Ribbon

In August, Lt. Nathan Heltzel and Lt.j.g. Jennifer Darkazalli received the Coast 
Guard Achievement Medal with Operational Device; Lt. Joe Santos received 
the Coast Guard Commendation Medal with Operational Device.

Photo courtesy of Lt.j.g. Jennifer Darkazalli

AWARDS
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Coast Guard
Meritorious Team 
Commendation
with "O" device

Coast Guard
Meritorious Team 
Commendation

Coast Guard
Good Conduct Medal

Coast Guard Reserve 
Good Conduct Medal

Armed Forces 
Service Medal

Humanitarian
Service Medal

Outstanding Volunteer
Service Medal

Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal 
with Hourglass
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Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal 
with Mobilization "M"

Coast Guard Basic Training
Honor Graduate Ribbon

Coast Guard
Rifle Expert Medal

Coast Guard
Pistol Expert Medal

Advanced Boat Forces
Operations Insignia

Boat Forces
Operations Insignia

Coast Guard
Port Security Insignia

TAPS
Shirley Schoemer Farish, Chief Petty Officer Robert A. Person Edward W. Dlugolecki, 
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PARTING  SHOTS

v

Coast Guard Training Center Cape 
May, N.J., holds a Sunset Parade on 
base Aug. 7 to honor the Coast Guard’s 
232nd birthday and recognize 
regional operational commands. To 
ensure continued mission success, the 
service is embarking on its greatest 
transformation yet: transforming 
our  workforce, sharpening our 
competitive edge and advancing our 
mission excellence. 

Photo by Seaman Christian Lower
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Coast Guard units interdict a migrant 
voyage approximately 20 miles 
south of Boca Chica, Florida, Oct 18. 
The people were repatriated to Cuba 
Oct. 21. 

U.S. Coast Guard photo

Coast Guard Station Ludington tows a disabled 22-foot vessel July 18 near Ludington 
State Park Beach, Michigan, on Lake Michigan. The crew responded to the call after a 
report was made that the vessel had run aground, freed itself, and was struggling in 
the building sea state. 

Photo courtesy of Station Ludington

Coast Guard Cutter Healy crew members and 
their embarked science team enjoy ice liberty at 
the North Pole Oct. 2. 

Photo by Chief Petty Officer Roy Mesen Scott.
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